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Global Youth Service Day is an annual event held on a designated every April around the world, that celebrates, recognizes and mobilizes the contributions that young people make to their communities and their world through voluntary service. 
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For the fourth year Service For Peace – Israel (“Sherut ve Shalom ba Kehila”) was the National Lead Agency for the Global Youth Service Day in the country. As such, it promoted GYSD among young people – organizations, youth clubs community centers and municipalities all over Israel and encouraged youth initiative. 

Many young people came up and in idea of what change they want to see in their community and what they can do to bring about change. SFP supported the young people methodologically as well as on a number of occasions with small grants for encouragement. 

Service For Peace – Israel coordinated 9 projects in Israel and 1 joint Israeli - Palestinian project. Many of the projects involved volunteers and participants from various background (Jewish, Arab, Druze, Bedouin, Sudanese refugees and new immigrants from different countries), thus having an element of cultural dialogue and promotion of collaboration and integration among various groups. 

There was a wide variety of themes of the projects. Some were related to environment and peace, some were enhancing intergenerational dialogue, some were tackling problems of inclusion of ethnic minorities and refugees, others were purely oriented to social action, work with children, as well as humanity-oriented, such as visiting people in hospitals, giving them flowers, letter and presents and talking to them. 

The projects were implemented thanks to the wide network of partnerships that was created for the GYSD. The SFP team is very proud of the impact that the projects made on the local communities, the volunteers and the target groups. The large media coverage that this year’s GYSD campaign received is a precondition for future growth of the GYSD in Israel. 
WHAT WERE THE PROJECTS 
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“All Nations Cafe” and “SFP-Israel” organized a project exploring the theme of environment and peace.  Israeli and Palestinian peace loving people gathered together to implement two days service project on clanging, gardening and planting. The event took place between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. The aim of the project was to fulfill the vision of the organizers of a green and open valley for people of all nations - a place for people to meet, work together, to reserve the nature and live beyond physical and mental borders.  
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”The Orthodox Scout Organization” carried out a big sport event, all day long, with the participation of 73 children in risk and 35 young scouts. During the day they activated the children with scout activities. The children were helping in everything that had to be built. It was a successful day to both sides and both returned to their homes with good memories.
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“The Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel” organized in Jerusalem an intercultural project. Young volunteers, Jews and Arabs together, met young people and children from Sudan, who are refugees in Israel.  This informal seminar-like meeting was focused on the topic of relations between the three involved communities – Jews, Arabs and Sudanese. They shared their points of views and knowledge to the others and discussed how their communities can collaborate better through youth participation. They were also making games and playing with the little children. Meanwhile they planned a second part of the project, in which together they will organize a one day community service activity, which will take place in the end of May 2008.
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“Encouragement of Sport in Ihsal and the Region” organized a GYSD project in the village Arab village of  Kfar Daburie. The project included children from 1st grade from the sports school. The aim of the project is to get the children closer to old people, to nurture in them an attitude of service to others and to build in them respect and appreciation of old people. The children visited a senior citizen’s institution and spent one day there.  During this day they were encouraged to serve. They changed places with the personnel of the institution for a while and made the beds and cleaned parts of the place for the residents. The children and the old people made a party in order to celebrate their interaction and togetherness.
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The Community Center and the City Council of Sajur, in the north of Israel, organized a GYSD project, involving youth and children.  The project took place in the Western Galilee Hospital in the town of Naharia. Volunteers visited sick children, in order to raise their spirit and make them feel good.  The volunteers were talking to the children and giving them presents. They came to the hospital with prepared personal letters to every single child and visited all children in all the departments in the hospital. The project was organized by Druze youth in a hospital located in the west of the Galilee, where the population is mixed and includes Jews, Bedouins, Christians and Druze. This gave the project and intercultural element. 
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“The Negev Institute for Strategic Peace Building” organized a workshop on social involvement and on the idea of leading change.  There were 110 volunteers from many villages in the south.  Each group of volunteer had its own project which they presented in summary workshop. Some of the projects they had were cleaning the school, helping in elderly people's house, doing fun activity with the children in the school and so on. In the end of the workshop about social involvement there was a show.
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“Sevivon Community Business” reshaped the school yard of Waldorf school for special education, located between a Jewish and Arab neighborhood in East Talpiot in Jerusalem with the help of volunteers from Israel and Palestine. The work was led by the international social artist Johannes Mathiessen.

This world famous artist, who carried out social projects in many countries, initiated a group of leaders in the field of social action. This project started with cleaning, moving of heavy rocks and changing the energy in the school yard.  Young Muslim youth joined spontaneously in the activity and helped.  The children of the school were very happy with the incredible change when the project ended.  
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The Informal Education Department at the Municipality of Ramat HaSharon organized several events over a whole month.  All of them were promoting the idea of volunteering among young people and were aiming at brining joy to children. The projects included clowns on the streets. The volunteers made street performances, as well as performances for ill children. The activities were open for all age groups. 
WHAT IS COMING UP

On the 4th of June The organization of “Coexistence in Mate Yehuda” Regional Council, together with the Community Center of Abu Gosh, the Comprehensive School of Abu Gosh and SFP-Israel will organize a major clean-up before the International Church Music Festival of Abu Gosh.

On the 6th of June a SFP-Israel and “Mate Yehuda bicycle riding club” are organizing a cleaning project in the Nature Reservation in the Judean hills. The event is sponsored by the Municipalities of Beit Shemesh and Jerusalem.    
As a follow-up to its GYSD project the “Sevivon Community Business” decided to continue next year to turn a garbage dump into a welcoming park for the people and religions in the area. The dump is on east Jerusalem next to the North East corner of the Old City. This event is going to be implemented in a large coalitions of NGOs. 
